OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
2011-2012

The Religious Education Program at The Church of Saint Ann covers grades K-10, and registration is required each year.  Grades K-4 are held on Sunday mornings at Avon Middle School from 9:00 AM to 10:30 PM, and Grades 5-8 are held on Sunday evenings at Avon Middle School from 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM.  There are approximately 14 sessions usually every other Sunday, but in accordance with the 2011-2012 schedules.

Registration begins in March 2011 and will continue until the last class this year, April 10, 2011.  Class sizes remain at 14 for Grades 1-6, and grades 7 and 8 at 10-12.  K is an optional program, so we prefer to keep those classes at 10 or under. 

Since classes are filled on a first come basis, we encourage families to take care of this registration early.  Only registered children whose tuition and fees are paid will be placed into classes.  
If there are financial concerns, please call the Office at 860-673-2137 for confidential arrangements. 
Reminder: Children who are entering our program for the first time must provide all sacramental documents.  We will return originals or copies to you.  If the sacraments were made here at Saint Ann’s, please give us approximate dates and we will look up the information. 

PARENT SUPPORT

It is expected that parents will help support the Religious Education of their children through several options.  Throughout the year, there are several opportunities to heed the call for assistance in both programs, K-8 and Grades 9 & 10. 
For Grades K-8 there is a need for Hall Monitors at Avon Middle School. Classes are on both floors at both sessions, AM and PM.  These volunteers are required to complete the VIRTUS Training provided by the Archdiocese of Hartford.

Other options include being a Room Parent and social events which also require VIRTUS Training. 

At Grades 9 and 10, there are several opportunities for chaperoning events.  These volunteers also need the VIRTUS Training. 

Compliance requires a Background Check and attendance at the VIRTUS Training, approximately 2 – 2 ½ hour lecture.  Once completed, you are compliant for any ministry in the Church, either here at Saint Ann’s or any other Church or Diocese. 

To find current Training sessions offered, please visit www.VIRTUS.org and select Training, then Archdiocese of Hartford. Registration must be done online at that site. 

Catechists and Co-Catechists

We have a dedicated group of parents who volunteer each year to be Catechists, some moving with their child’s class through to Confirmation, and others who stay in a grade that they prefer.  In either case, we are always grateful for those who come forward to help with the education of their children. 
An application must be completed as well as the VIRTUS training, if not already done. 

Please contact the Coordinator K-8 or the Confirmation Coordinator, Grades 9 & 10 @ 860-673-2137 or 860-673-9858 X 226.

Sacramental Preparation

1st Reconciliation and 1st Eucharist
These sacraments are usually received during Grade 2 of our Religious Education Program, but there are instances when older children are also accepted into the preparation.  Parents do this preparation using a book for each sacrament coupled with informational meetings to assist parents.  Reconciliation is usually sometime in either December or January.  1st Eucharist is usually the 1st two weeks of May.

There is a fee of $50 to cover some of the costs of this sacrament. 

Confirmation  
Confirmation is a two year program beginning in Grade 9.  Requirements begin with stewardship activities in that grade and are culminated with attendance at the Youth Spectacular Gathering sponsored by the Archdiocese in Grade 10.  Attendance is mandatory for reception of the sacrament. Confirmation is usually administered in March, but at the scheduling of the Archbishop.  
There is a fee of $60 to cover the costs of the sacrament.  However, there is also the $50 fee for the Youth Spectacular Gathering which includes transportation.  












